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In recent decades, it has become common knowledge that our memories are unstable, 
and are shaped by the social and psychological contexts in which they are being 
remembered. By extension, this suggests that the workings of memory may also be 
subject to historical change. Indeed, some scholars have argued that ‘modern’ people, 
‘do’ memory differently than their early modern counterparts. New notions of selfhood, 
historical consciousness, or of the body, for instance, are believed to have affected 
memory practices. Mass media and literacy are also cited as motors for changes in 
memory. Yet however plausible such assumptions may be, they are yet to be backed up 
by historical evidence. While modern memory practices have been the subject of a host 
of studies, we know very little about early modern memory, and scholars have only just 
begun to map out differences between modern and early modern forms of remembering.  
 
In this masterclass, we will try and explore how we might best set about this task. What 
evidence can we use? And how is that evidence to be read? To facilitate comparisons, we 
will be focusing our discussion especially on memories of war and other forms of 
violence.  In the morning part of the seminar, we will discuss a number of theoretical 
perspectives as well as some existing case studies of early modern memory practices. In 
the afternoon session, we will examine a selection of primary source fragments. 
Participants are also encouraged to bring source fragments of their own for discussion. 
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